
1900’s

Concrete
blocks introduced.

1950’s

Aircrete blocks.

Masonry
Masonry used in castles post Norman

conquest. Locally sourced materials

with almost no carbon footprint.

Mud huts

First stone churches

Wattle and daub

Earth packed over interwoven timber laths.

Simple, naturally occurring materials from

entirely sustainable sources. Provides

effective shelter but minimum
comfort.

1930’sCavity wall construction begins

on large scale. Mass produced

building elements require

energy consumption, but

thermal efficiency increases

as insulation incorporated.

Modern blockwork construction techniques,

coupled with knowledge of need to minimise

climate change, propels construction toward

maximum
thermal and acoustic efficiency,

along with minimum
energy and CO

2

emissions.

Higher energy inputs begin

Locally based materials still used. Masonry

used for building residences of aristocracy,

landowners and wealthy merchants.

Kiln-fired bricks becoming more prevalent.

Energy begins to be used in the creation

of building materials. Thermal efficiency

still poor but starts to improve.

Now:
we must reduce
the environmental
impact of buildings
by increasing
energy efficiency
and using sustainable
materials and
renewable energy...

Timber frame

W
attle and daub still employed,

often between timber frame.

Glazing

Introduced to larger buildings.

Post-Great Fire of London (1666)

Masonry becomes more prevalent in urban environments.

1952Mineral wool insulation

introduced.

Key
Expected comfort level
inside buildings

Environmental impact
from constructing and
living in buildings
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